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Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer 

Canons 5.04, 8.02, 8.04, 12.04, 16.05, 18.03, and 18.05 
Resolved, that the Canons of the Diocese of California be amended as follows 

(deletions in bold strikethrough text, insertions in bold italic text): 

Canon V, Section 5.04 is amended to state as follows: 

Sec. 5.04. Treasurer. 

(a) At each Annual Convention a Treasurer shall be elected, 
who shall be a communicant in good standing of The Episcopal 
Church registered in a congregation of the Diocese. The term of 
office of the Treasurer shall continue until the close of the next 
Annual Convention or until a successor is elected. When not a 
Delegate to the Convention, the Treasurer shall, ex officio, be 
entitled to a seat and a voice in the Convention, but not to a 
vote. 

(b) The Treasurer shall be the chief financial officer an 
officer of the Diocesan Corporation as provided in Canon 
VIII, Section 8.03(c). The Bishop may appoint a Controller 
Chief Financial Officer with the approval of the Executive 
Council. The Treasurer may delegate duties to the Controller 
Chief Financial Officer with the approval of the Executive 
Council. 

(c) The Treasurer shall present at each Annual Convention 
an audited financial report of the operations of the Diocese for 
the preceding fiscal year and of its financial condition at the 
close of such year, and an interim unaudited financial report for 
the current fiscal year through the end of the most recent 
quarter. The Treasurer shall present interim unaudited 
financial reports to the Department of Finance for approval and 
subsequently to the Executive Council. The fiscal year of the 
Diocese shall be the calendar year. 

(d) The salaries of the Controller and staff shall be 
fixed through the normal Program and Budget 
procedure. 

(e) (d) A vacancy in the office of Treasurer of the Diocese 
shall be filled by a person nominated by the Bishop and 
approved by Executive Council. 
 

Canon VIII, Section 8.02, subdivision (c)(iv) is amended to state as follows: 

Sec. 8.02. Scope and Authority. * * * 
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(c) Additional Responsibilities and Authority. Without 
limiting the powers described in paragraphs (a) and (b), above, 
the Executive Council shall have the following additional 
responsibilities and authority: 

* * * 

(iv) To provide for an annual audit of the financial 
accounts of the Diocese, including all accounts of the 
Treasurer Diocese, from time to time to review the same, 
and to report its findings to each Annual Convention; 

* * * 
 

Canon VIII, Section 8.04, subdivision (a) is amended to state as follows: 

Sec. 8.04. Department of Finance. 

(a) The Executive Council shall maintain and supervise a 
Department of Finance, which shall be composed of (i) a Chair 
and up to four (4) other persons appointed by the Bishop with 
the advice and consent of the Executive Council, (ii) two (2) 
persons appointed by (but who need not be members of) the 
Executive Council, and (iii) ex officio, the Treasurer, the 
Controller Chief Financial Officer, and the Chancellor of the 
Diocese, all of whom shall be non-voting members of the 
Department of Finance. 
 

Canon XII, Section 12.04 is amended to state as follows: 

Sec. 12.04 The Diocesan Corporation. Every Bishop’s 
Committee shall adopt a financial plan or budget for the 
mission, and the finances of the mission shall be administered in 
accordance therewith. The budget and any subsequent material 
amendment to it shall be subject to the written approval of the 
Bishop and the Department of Congregational Development. A 
pledge of the mission for the Diocesan Operating Fund shall be 
included in each such budget, and the mission shall be obligated 
to the Diocesan Treasurer Diocese for the regular monthly 
proportion thereof. A failure of the mission to make such a 
pledge or to make such monthly payment shall be sufficient 
cause, on recommendation of the Executive Council, for 
discontinuance by the Bishop of the services of the vicar or for 
such other action, including the dissolution of the mission, as 
the Bishop may determine. 
 

The first paragraph of Canon XVI, Section 16.05 is amended to state as 
follows: 
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Sec. 16.05 Commission on Church Architecture and 
Furnishings. The Commission on Church Architecture and 
Furnishings shall include two Clerics and four lay members, 
three of whom shall be architects or engineers skilled in church 
design. These members shall be appointed by the Bishop at each 
Annual Convention. In addition, the Bishop and any Bishops 
Coadjutor or Suffragan, the Controller Chief Financial 
Officer, and the Chancellor shall be, ex officio, members of the 
Commission on Church Architecture and Furnishings. The 
Commission on Church Architecture and Furnishings shall have 
the following functions: 

* * * 
 

Canon XVIII, Section 18.03 is amended to state as follows: 

Sec. 18.03 Appeal of Assessment. 

(a) By March 31 of each year, the Treasurer of the 
Diocese Chief Financial Officer shall send to the vestry of 
each parish and to the Bishop’s Committee of each organized 
mission a statement of its assessment for the forthcoming year, 
and each vestry and Bishop’s committee shall, within 60 days 
following such close, return to the office of the Treasurer of the 
Diocese Chief Financial Officer its written commitment for 
payment of the amount assessed or a notice of appeal of the 
amount of the assessment. 

(b) The Treasurer Chief Financial Officer shall report 
to Executive Council at its June meeting all notices of appeal 
and the amounts involved, together with the recommendation of 
the Department of Finance for any adjustments in the total 
budget required by reason of the pendency of such appeals. 

(c) With the concurrence of the Bishop, Executive Council 
may adjust the budget in such manner as it deems proper.  
 

Canon XVIII, Section 18.05 is amended to state as follows: 

Sec. 18.05 Monthly Payments. 

Each parish and mission of the Diocese shall pay to the 
Treasurer of the Diocese Chief Financial Officer, each 
month, one-twelfth of its assessment for the Diocesan Operating 
Fund. The payments between the beginning of the fiscal year 
and the publishing of the assessments for that year shall be on 
the basis of the assessment for the preceding year, and 
adjustments shall be made the following month. 
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Each month, the Treasurer of the Diocese Chief 
Financial Officer shall provide the Treasurer treasurer of 
each parish and mission with a statement of the balance then 
due on, and each parish and mission shall pay to the Treasurer 
of the Diocese Chief Financial Officer one-twelfth of, their 
respective assessments. The Treasurer of the Diocese Chief 
Financial Officer shall provide a final statement to each 
parish and mission not later than the tenth day of-December 
and shall indicate the balance due as of December 31. 
 

Proponent’s Explanation 
The proposed amendment would conform to current practice by replacing the 

title “Controller” with “Chief Financial Officer,” and by indicating more clearly that 
certain functions are performed by the Chief Financial Officer and his or her staff 
rather than the Treasurer. 

The proposed amendments also include minor stylistic changes for clarity and 
consistency. 

Submitted by Robert McCaskill, Treasurer of the Diocese, and the Executive 
Council. Questions may be directed to Robert McCaskill (bob@mccaskill.net). 

Note on Related Amendments 
A separate proposal before this Convention would amend some of the same 

canons by renaming the “Department of Finance” as the “Finance Committee” and 
the “Department of Congregational Development” as the “Congregational 
Development Committee.” 

Report of the Committee on Canons 
In accordance with Canon 21.03, the Committee on Canons has changed the 

proposed amendment by including a repeal of Canon 5.04(d) as inconsistent with 
sound practice, including other proposed amendments to comply with the Nonprofit 
Integrity Act. The Committee on Canons finds this amendment suitable in form for 
adoption in all other respects. 

Submitted by the Committee on Canons. 


