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The Church held a Neighborhood Watch BBQ and Safety Meeting, which was a success. The event, held in

the church courtyard, was attended by the congregation and the area neighborhood watch community.

The event aligned the neighborhood and the church in the common cause of neighborhood crime

awareness and prevention. The Fairfield Police Department led the group discussion. Members of the

church congregation and community were surprised by who was affected by the neighborhood crimes. The

meeting successfully conveyed the message to the neighborhood and congregation that attention to detail

and quick reporting of crimes leads to more efficient neighborhood patrolling by the police. As a result,

the neighborhood residents and the congregation bonded for a common cause, recognizing that the

church cares about the neighborhood.

We respect and celebrate our church traditions, but we also welcome new ideas. As a church, we would

appreciate creative approaches to make Grace Church a more appealing community for new members and

young families. We provide training for worship leaders and enjoy having three lay preachers to

supplement clergy. We believe that our future is dependent on the youth and families of our congregation

and as such, we seek to attract more families to secure our future. We offer engaging activities for our

young families, such as bocce and pizza parties, Easter egg hunts, crab feeds, and pancake suppers. We

strive to strengthen our sense of community within our congregation and outside of our church walls by

promoting active outreach activities. Our outreach programs are well-received and have wide

participation. We advertise regularly in the newspapers. Our interim priest contributes to the Pastor’s

Forum column in the local newspaper. By selling our Paradise Valley property, we have secured funds for

future financial stability.

budget management, engaging sermons, comfortable ministering to all ages, comfort with technology,

support of shared ministry
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How do you practice incorporating others in ministry?

As a worshipping community, how do you care for your spiritual, emotional and physical well-being?
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Sunday services include Rite I at 8:00am and Rite II of the BCP at 10:00am; sometimes we combine into

one service at 9:00am. We conduct a weekly Healing Service. During Epiphany, we enjoy other liturgies,

such as those from the Russian Orthodox and the English-speaking countries’ traditions. During Lent we

enjoy Thursday Evening Prayer, followed by soup and salad suppers and a Lenten program. Easter week

offers a Wednesday night service of Tenebrae. We offer traditional services during Holy Week, often

sharing with other local congregations. Easter Sunday offers two services and an Easter Egg Hunt. Our

music director leads an active choir of about sixteen. She occasionally invites guest instrumentalists to

play. Our musical range embraces classical, traditional, and contemporary selections. There is a music

ministry budget, and many parishioners donate to the music and choir program.

This information is covered in questions 3.

At Grace, we strive to use our parishioners’ personal skills as resources to our Church. Our parishioners

serve our faith community in the following ways: Licensed Eucharistic Ministers and Visitors, one licensed

Catechist, lectors, three lay preachers, readers, greeters and ushers, acolytes, and altar guild. We

celebrate the musical talents of our congregants in our choir and music program. We offer weekly a Bible

Study, Pastor’s Forum, and a healing service. Sunday school teachers, including various age groups and

Godly Play. We involve children as readers and ushers during special services. We have recently benefited

from a BSA Eagle Scout project to beautify our church courtyard. Two of our youth have volunteered to

improve and manage our Church website as webmaster and photographer. We have organized family

oriented activities outside of church to strengthen our youths’ ties to our congregation. Our active

committees include Grace Episcopal Men, Episcopal Church Women, Sick and Visitation committee,

Beautification Committee, prayer chain, senior adult/shut-in visitation, and spiritual support for the ill and

dying.
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How do you engage in pastoral care for those beyond your worshipping community?
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Grace Church is dedicated to providing pastoral care to those beyond our church walls. Our priests are

trained as hospital chaplains. Our men’s and ladies’ groups annually visit the Yountville Veterans Home to

provide meals and support. We collect and distribute school supplies to Fairview Elementary School and

provide ongoing support to the school’s community. We hold an annual public Health and Wellness Fair,

where community resources, free flu shots, and safety information are available. We gather weekly food

donations for the local Food Bank, collect coats and clothing for the needy twice yearly, and organize a

holiday toy drive for local families. We provide weekly ministry to residents at Paradise Valley, a

retirement community. Monthly, we support a local nonprofit charity with a second collection during the

Sunday services. We open our facility to groups committed to providing mental health services to our

community. Our current priest conducts services for a variety of local groups and associations. Joining the

efforts of several churches, we also provide shared ministry support to several local agencies, military,

churches, and governmental groups.

Wider Church: We are now and have been for the last thirty years current in our diocesan assessment. We

support the Bishop’s fund. Some of our members serve on diocesan committees. We have raised up at

least five active priests and deacons in recent years who serve the Episcopal community. One of the

deacons is currently Archdeacon of the Diocese of Oregon. Geographical Region: Our local outreach

program targets nonprofits and schools. We respond to local, national, and international need by donating

money and school supplies.

Every August we collect school supplies for Fairview Elementary to be given to families at the elementary

school. Contact Roberta Logan. Every September we host a breakfast for parents of K-2 students at

Fairview School to help them get to know each other. In 2015, approximately 50 families attended.

Contact Fr. Perry Polk. Every November we collect winter clothing for the children at Fairview

Elementary School. Contact Ron Cupid. We collect an average of 70 coats a year for needy students. We

collect a special offering on the Second Sunday of the month to give to a local non-profit. During the first

four months of the Second Sunday of Sharing program, we have collected nearly $2000 for local

non-profits. Contact Gregg Wickham. During military action in Afghanistan and Iraq, we supported our

military members by distributing thank you and get well cards to the wounded and injured at David Grant

Hospital at Travis Air Force Base. Contact Jim Jerrell.
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What is your practice of stewardship and how does it shape the life of your worshipping community?

What is your experience leading/addressing change in the church? When has it gone well? When has it gone poorly? And what 
did you learn?
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At Grace, stewardship is more than money or tithes alone. It includes the sharing of our parishioners’

time, talent, and treasures. At Grace, we strive to identify and serve local areas of need. We support local

education by collecting supplies, offering a “welcome to school” breakfast for parents of elementary

school children, and providing hot lunches in summers for neighborhood kids. Stewardship is also caring

for the future through nurturing religious education. We offer active Sunday school programs, including

Godly Play and programs targeting middle and high school students. Our lively and engaging Pastor’s

Forum for adults is well-attended. Because we value and celebrate our church, our parishioners take on

various roles and duties for the upkeep and beautification of our church. We devote time and effort to

maintenance, facility improvement, and landscape care.

This information is covered in question 11.

A recent example of when change came about in a positive way was our recent sale of property. While we

were considering whether to sell the Paradise Valley Property (on which we had planned to build a new

church), we took pains to build a thoughtful process that involved everyone in the decision-making. We

communicated with every member, held numerous meetings, and kept the congregation informed through

every step of the process. The decision to sell helped to secure our financial standing and build cohesion

among members. In contrast, our small church has been affected the change in our neighborhood’s

demographics. Today there is very little church attendance from the homes nearby. However, we have

taken on supporting outreach to the nearby elementary school. In our past, we have experienced

difficulties when decisions were made without sufficient input from the congregation. Seemingly abrupt

changes made by leadership without consulting those it affected have, in the past, alienated parishioners

and at times resulted in losing members. There is a desire for the leadership of the church (both clergy

and Vestry) to be open and solicitous of suggestions from everyone.
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