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WELCOME 

 

"The Tree of Light grows here, shining God's love on you." 

 

The Church of the Holy Apostles invites you to review our parish profile, assembled in faith by our 

Search Committee, who drew upon a discernment process in which our congregation 

enthusiastically engaged. The profile speaks of a welcoming and loving faith community with a 

tradition of worship and fellowship witnessed in a belief in good works and outreach to the people 

of Hilo and the East Hawai‘i Island community. This is a true depiction of the parish, but not a 

complete one. The profile is unable to capture all the elements that make up Holy Apostles, such as 

the laughter carried by the Pacific trade winds flowing through the open doors of the sanctuary, or 

the sense of hopefulness tinged with a bit of both anxiety and excitement that always seem to 

accompany a change of leadership, or the growing desire to reflect God's love in the world and to 

act on the charge that stems from that love to bring Christ to our sisters and brothers and them to 

Christ. Geographically within the Diocese of Hawai‘i, the Church of the Holy Apostles is the most 

distant parish from the Cathedral of St. Andrew in Honolulu and the most distant from any other 

parish or mission. However, spiritually we are closely engaged in the work of the Episcopal Church 

of Hawai‘i: sharing with our community's hungry and homeless; grieving with the families of Puna, 

Orlando and Saipan; and helping develop ecumenical solutions for community issues. We, like our 

namesakes, the holy apostles, are not perfect; but, like them, we endeavor—with the grace and 

power received from the Holy Spirit—to be His "witnesses...to the ends of the earth." Mahalo 

(thank you) for reviewing our profile.  

 

Aloha ke Akua (God's love be with you),   

The Vestry of the Church of the Holy Apostles 

Hilo, Hawai‘i 
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MISSION & VISION 

We love God and we love each other as He loved us. We love our 

youth, Kūpuna (valued and wise elders), neighbors, and our brothers 

and sisters in Christ throughout the world, regardless of age, 

economic circumstances, ethnic background, family configuration, 

abilities, gender, nationality, or sexual orientation. 

We worship together in community, as well as individually, through 

prayer, music, scripture, education, liturgy and sacrament.  

We learn through seeking Him in scripture and inviting all persons to 

search, question, and use reason to explore new insights and 

possibilities. 

We pray for the guidance and comfort of the Holy Spirit as we strive to 

follow the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

We celebrate all manifestations of the risen Christ in our parish and in 

the broader community. 

 

We will be a growing Tree of Light that: 

 Welcomes all walks of life to participate in our worship 

services, outreach, and fellowship activities 

 Offers worship services that deepen our parishioners’ faith in 

God  

 Provides opportunities for spiritual formation for youth, adults, 

and Kūpuna 

 Creates a community of parishioners who can lift each other up 

and celebrate each other’s blessings 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

Our call is to love 

through worship, 

learning, prayer, 

and celebration. 

A Vision of Our 

Future 

 

The Tree of Light 

grows here, shining 

God’s love on you. 
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WHO IS HOLY APOSTLES? 

Holy Apostles includes 130 families and an average of 104 worshipers at Sunday services. 

Members of the Holy Apostles ‘ohana (family) are:   

 WELCOMING — inviting all to “come as you are” and make a spiritual home in our Episcopal 
church 

 
 THOUGHTFUL — asking good questions on complex issues, but willing to live with the 

ambiguity of diverse and changing viewpoints  
 

 RATIONAL — holding the "middle ground" between extremes, always putting the work of 
love first; seeing no contradiction between science and religion 
 

 REVERENT OF THE PAST — valuing tradition and experience in understanding the present 
 

 SEEKING GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE — recognizing that God’s message for us may be 
revealed through the metaphorical, paradoxical, and symbolic in scripture 
 

 COMMITTED TO SOCIAL JUSTICE — encouraging response to the cries of the poor, the 
hungry, the oppressed, and the alienated within our communities, the nation and the world 
 

 READY TO SERVE—willing to lead committees and take part in outreach and special projects 
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WHAT WE SEEK IN A RECTOR 

A lively and interactive gathering of the congregation helped to decide the qualities we are looking 
for in a rector.  67 members of 104 active parishioners attended the gathering full of eagerness and 
interest to express and discuss their thoughts.  The following were the top qualities that were 
voiced: 

 A sense of humor 

 Delegates well and utilizes everyone’s talents by bringing out the best in people 

 Wants to live in Hilo and is available to the congregation 

 Adaptable to changing situations 

 Administrative skills 

 Management skills 

 Preaching 

 Pastoral Care 
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PARISH LIFE 

Parishioners at Holy Apostles are committed to welcoming all newcomers and providing 

opportunities for spiritual growth.  We are blessed to have three different and vibrant services, 

each of which enables us to worship our Lord in an open, loving and affirming way. On Sunday 

mornings, there is a Said Eucharist at 7:30 AM and a Eucharist with music at 10:00 AM. On 

Wednesday evenings, there is Evening Prayer at 5:30 PM preceded by Bible study.  

The church also has special services, most importantly, the Feast of the Holy Sovereigns, which 

celebrates the lives of King Alexander Liholiho and Queen Emma, the Hawaiian monarchs who 

invited the Anglican Church to come to Hawai‘i. This ceremony allows us to reaffirm our connection 

to the Hawaiian community. 

Our Parish Life Ministry group oversees fellowship activities. They coordinate potlucks for parish 

celebrations and oversee hospitality for special occasions. Sunday coffee hour (after both Sunday 

morning services) is hosted by “Circle” teams. Most attending service consistently stay for food 

and conversation. The coffee hour has proven to be an excellent opportunity for members to get to 

know one another in ways that strengthen our bonds for worship and outreach. In addition to 

Sunday morning fellowship, a new and growing book club meets on the first Sunday of each month.  

Beyond Parish Life Ministry activities, fellowship primarily takes place through our stewardship 

activities such as the coffee hour parishioner teams mentioned above, altar guild, choir, and 

outreach activities. See the “Stewardship” section for a full list of how we serve our church. 

Our goal at Holy Apostles is to create—in and out of church—a parish life full of warmth, 

community, spirituality and love.     
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STEWARDSHIP 

The terms “time, talent, and treasure” are often used to describe stewardship, but it is also about 

spiritual development. To become a true steward is to become a true disciple of Christ.  In the areas 

of stewardship towards the health and well-being of Holy Apostles, there are many opportunities 

for our members to participate in the life of this congregation. From our highly regarded choir to 

our outstanding outreach ministering to the homeless, this church responds to the call to share our 

gifts both within and outside our parish community. 

Acolytes serve with our priest, Eucharistic ministers and ushers.  A comprehensive training 

program ensures uniformity of procedures. 

Altar Guild makes sure that the altar, the space surrounding the altar and the sacristy is 

prepared for all services.  The keepers of the sacred space buy and arrange flowers, care for 

linens, set the Lord’s table and care for other elements relative to the altar. 

Choir members sing at the 10 AM Sunday service.  With a full contingent of members, the 

choir has blossomed under the direction of choir leader and organist Rick Mazurowski. They 

perform a wide range of music making a truly joyful sound. Their music includes anthems in 

Hawaiian and Latin. 

Outreach into the community is a tradition at Holy Apostles.  Our clergy and laity were 

instrumental in the development of Hospice of Hilo and Peanut Butter ministry and continue 

to support these financially and operationally. Additionally, we now minister to the 

homeless in Downtown Hilo with frequent “pop-up Eucharists” at Lincoln Park, which has 

been deemed a huge success.  

Parish Life ministry oversees our fellowship activities. They organize the “Circle” teams who 

provide refreshments or a light lunch after Sunday services. They coordinate special parish 

events, such as potlucks on Easter and Holy Sovereigns Feast Day, and ensure water, juice 

and paper goods are on hand. They also oversee hospitality, decorations, and refreshments 

for special occasions such as retirements, funerals, baby showers, baptisms, parties, and 

parish celebrations. 

Pastoral Care is a new committee but one that we as a congregation identify as an 

important piece to the success of our congregation.  The committee assists the priest by 

coordinating volunteers with the needs of the members.   

Worship committee plans and coordinates our worship services.  Integration of the 

perspectives of the priest, wardens, musical director, alter guild, outreach chair and other 

members allows us to present a cohesive, meaningful and uplifting service for parishioners 

and visitors. 
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Financial Giving 

 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Number of pledges 0 42 47 47 

Average pledge 0 4,595.00 4,420.00 4,420.00 

Total Income 308,610.00 305,831.00 323,978.00 417,471.00 

     

Operating Expenses 269,494.00 300,738.00 312,570.00 299,469.00 

Non-Operating Expense 3,222.00 7,448.00 13,058.00 91,361.00 

Total expenses 272,716.00 308,186.00 325,628.00 390,830.00 

     

Net Income (Loss) 35,894.00 (2,355.00) (1,650.00) 26,641.00 
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WHAT WE DO WELL 

The graph below displays the results of four focus group sessions. In total 30% of the parishioners 

participated with 78 total responses. The groups were asked, “What does Holy Apostles do well?” 

The top responses fell into the following four categories: “Outreach,” “Worship,” Fellowship/Parish 

Life,” and “Children/Youth.”   

 

Outreach allows us to share our time and talents with the greater community and allows for vibrant and diverse 

use of the Parish buildings throughout the week.   
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Holy Apostles Focus Group  - What Do We Do Well

Community groups who utilize the parish building:  

 Zen Meditation   

 Twelve-step programs (AA, ACA, Al Anon)  

 Hawai‘i Island Pride   

 Marshallese Congregation   

 Free Animal Spay and Neuter Clinic 

 Salsa 

 Overeaters Anonymous 

 Compassionate Communication 

 Adult Children of Alcoholics 

 Zumba Fitness/Shimmy Fit 
 

Community Outreach (not a complete list): 

 Lincoln Park Ministry (items provided for 
homeless and others) 

 BISAC (Big Island Substance Abuse Council) 

 Meals on Wheels 

 Feed The Hungry 

 HIV/AIDS Walk 

 Hospice of Hilo 

 Peanut Butter Ministry 

 Hawai‘i Island Veterans Day Parade 

 Pride Parade and Festival 

 Operation Christmas Child 
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WHAT WE NEED TO IMPROVE 

Four focus groups were asked, “What are the opportunities for improvement for Holy Apostles?” 

The graph below displays the responses.  The top responses fell into the following four categories: 

“Welcoming New Members,” “Worship,” “Parish Life,” and “Communication.” 

 
 
In general, Holy Apostles welcomes all people to participate in church services and activities; 
however, our current membership does not fully reflect the diversity that exists within our 
community. Despite the low response rate from the focus groups indicating “Children/Youth” as a 
top opportunity for improvement, this priority may have been hidden in the more general response 
of “New Members.” During the subsequent annual parish meeting, the congregation clearly voiced 
overall agreement that young people, including college students, are key parishioners we are 
lacking at Holy Apostles. New energy needs to focus towards outreach to families with young 
children, as well as college students, as these members will sustain Holy Apostles into the future. 
We have no more than five or six families with children and a few college students who are active in 
our parish life, despite our proximity to several pre-schools, elementary schools, and institutions of 
higher education.  
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The congregation also agreed that creating a formal process for greeting new members is needed 

to make them feel welcome and motivated to come back to Holy Apostles.  As a result, a new 

“Welcoming Committee” has formed.  As indicated in the focus group responses, improving our 

communication efforts will be a key part to retaining members. This includes both internal 

communication within the church and external communication with our community regarding our 

parish life activities. 
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PARISH HISTORY 

The parish we now know as Holy Apostles is the only Episcopal parish in Hilo. It grew out of the St. 
James Mission established in 1903. For the initial three years, St. James Mission church services 
were held in the dining room of the Hilo Hotel. It eventually occupied its own building in 1906 
thanks to the generosity of James M. Hind of Kohala who financed the purchase of land and 
construction of a worship hall on the corner of Waianuenue Avenue and ‘Ululani Street.  
 
In 1908, the Sunday school children of the Church of the Holy Apostles in Philadelphia sent a 
donation for a church to be built. In gratitude for their assistance, the mission in Hilo took the name 
of its benefactor on the mainland. These buildings were used for over 50 years. In 1961, the 
congregation moved to its current location at 1407 Kapi‘olani Street across from the University of 
Hawai‘i at Hilo. The current building incorporates some of the koa wood (endemic and prized) 
panels and stained glass from the original church. The facilities today include the sanctuary, an 
adjacent lanai, a parish hall, and a small community building. 
 
The original St. James Hall housed a day school for more than 20 years. Holy Apostles has continued 
that tradition by leasing the parish hall to Joyland Preschool (Crossnet Ministries). Holy Apostles 
provides space for many community organizations daily as part of its outreach ministry, including a 
Marshallese Full Gospel Church.  
  
Services have always been multi-ethnic from the 1930s and have been conducted in English, 
Japanese, Korean, and Ilokano. During later years, Resurrection Mission, a Filipino congregation, 
shared the church, but now is merged with the Holy Apostles congregation. The congregation 
developed into a self-supporting parish in 1972. 
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COMMUNITY 

Geography and Demographics 
 

Holy Apostles is located in the town of Hilo on the island of Hawai‘i, also known as the Big Island. 
The island is home to two of the world's greatest mountains, one of the world's most active 
volcanoes, 11 of the world's 13 climate zones, and a rich cultural history. It is an island of such 
proportions that all of the other islands in the state could nearly fit inside it twice. Sitting in the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean, the landmass of the Big Island is approximately the same size as the 
state of Connecticut. 
 

Hilo is the wettest city in the United States, receiving up to 130 inches of annual precipitation. Hilo’s 
population is close to 50,000, making it the Big Island’s largest city and the state’s second largest.  
 

The Big Island’s population is 186,738 (2011); we live in one of the most diverse counties in the 
United States. Ethnically, the Big Island in an interesting mix of East, West, and all points in 
between. We are a society that has been described as a “melting pot” but this is not really true, as 
our diverse cultures do not blend into each other. We are more like a mosaic where individuals and 
groups retain their own unique qualities, but fit together into a whole. In 2009, the estimated 
ethnic breakdown was 34% Caucasian, 22% Asian (for example: Filipino, Japanese, Chinese, and 
Korean), 13% Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islanders, 1% African American, and 30% reporting 
two or more races.  

 
Government and Politics 
 

Although sometimes called a city, Hilo is not an incorporated entity and does not have a municipal 
government. The entire island is under the jurisdiction of Hawai‘i County and Hilo is the county seat. 
County, state, and federal offices are located in Hilo.  The state, as a whole, is strongly Democratic. 
Hilo has a history of more opposition to development than other large communities in the state. 
However, Hilo in recent years has seen commercial and population growth; the neighboring district 
of Puna has become the fastest growing region in the state.   

 
Economy 
 

The cost of living in Hawai‘i is considered high in comparison to many other places in the United 
States, but there are tradeoffs. For example, a pleasant year-round climate makes winter clothes, 
heating, and air conditioning unnecessary.  
 

The State of Hawai‘i is the largest employer on the Big Island, providing employment for many 
professionals, to include teachers, health care staff, and university faculty, as well as local 
government employees. Tourism is another large industry, of course, but agriculture is also 
significant. The end of the sugar cane industry encouraged a rise in diversified agriculture, including 
coffee, macadamia nuts, tropical flowers, papayas, and cattle. Exotic fruits such as chocolate, 
vanilla, and special varieties of tea are all grown here. Kona & Ka`u coffees are well-known exports 
with excellent reputations. The unique natural environment of Hawai‘i, and the Big Island in 
particular, support singular opportunities and industries in science (e.g., astronomy, geology, 
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volcanology, and marine science) and technology (e.g., photovoltaic and geothermal). 
Education 
 

Several public, private and charter schools are located within the Hilo area for pre-school and 
grades K-12. Some public schools have Hawaiian Immersion programs, offering students the 
opportunity to study all classes in the Hawaiian language. The Kamehameha Schools-Kea‘au 
Campus is open to students of Hawaiian ancestry. St. Joseph Catholic School and Haili Christian 
School are faith-based private schools.  
 

Hilo is also home to both the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo (UHH) and the Hawai‘i Community 
College. These campuses, as well as Waiakea High School, are within walking distance to Holy 
Apostles. The university provides excellent undergraduate through doctorate level programs, and 
the Hawai‘i Community College (HCC) provides academic & vocational 2-year courses as well as 
personal enrichment classes. 

 
Health Care 
 

Hilo Medical Center (HMC) is the largest medical facility on the Big Island. Also on the HMC campus 
are the Hilo Surgical Associates Office, the Veteran’s Administration Outpatient Clinic, and the 
Hawai‘i Pacific Oncology Center. The Kaiser Permanente Hilo Clinic, the Yukio Okutsu Veterans State 
Home, the Hale Anuenue Restorative Center, and Hospice of Hilo are located in close proximity to 
HMC. Medical procedures not available locally can be performed at hospitals on the island of O‘ahu. 

 
Daily Life 
 

There is no denying we are in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, but Hilo is a historic “small town” 
with modern conveniences. You can expect to find most things here that you would find in other  
U.S. cities, along with many that you won’t find anywhere else. We have an array of brand-name 
stores, such as Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Sears, CVS/Long’s, Macy’s, and Target. We have local 
supermarkets (mainstream like KTA and all-natural like “Island Natural”), mom and pop stores, and 
Safeway. We have the gamut of eating establishments, from fine dining like Hilo Bay Café to typical 
chain restaurants. There are also “plate lunch” places, serving a variety of local favorites and, of 
course, Starbucks and independent coffee shops. Restaurants serve a huge variety of ethnic 
cuisine: Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Filipino, Thai, Italian, Indian, Mexican, and even American. Most 
places have vegetarian options. Styles and prices range from very casual and inexpensive to fine 
dining. Prince Kuhio Mall is a typical enclosed mall with a wide range of shops and a multiplex movie 
theater. Downtown Hilo is experiencing something of a renaissance. Independent, locally owned 
antique stores, book stores, restaurants, gift shops, art galleries, and boutiques are here as well as 
the farmers market, health food store, thrift stores, a performing-arts and independent movie 
theatre, museums, street vendors, and musicians.  
 

Roads in Hilo are good, as are the highways that circle and cross the island (1.5 hours from Hilo to 
Kona). Recent and ongoing county projects have improved highways and local roads in other parts 
of the island. The County of Hawai‘i has low-cost island wide bus service, but we recommend having 
your own vehicle as the routes and times are limited and the service doesn’t reach all parts of the 
island. 
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SUMMARY 

The Search Committee worked diligently to assure this profile conveys a close depiction of our 

parish and our vision. By inviting all parish members to voice their opinions and ideas on who we are 

and where they would like a new rector to lead us, the committee composed a profile that truly 

represents our parish. We look forward to welcoming prospective candidates who are interested in 

a church community who values a tradition of worship, fellowship and outreach.  

 


