
1. Consider the rest of the words in the first verse of this lovely 
hymn:

Come, Thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of Thy redeeming love.

1982 Hymnal #686: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, Robert Robinson-Composer.

Have you ever had a moment when you woke up to the kind 
of grace that Philip Yancey describes as knowing that “…there 
is nothing we can do to make God love us more … and there is 
nothing we can do to make God love us less?”1 How did God use 
that moment to tune your heart to sing (to quote the hymn)?

2. When Byron Rushing claims that “God’s mission has a church,” 
he turns our understanding of the church’s role in God’s world 
upside down!2 We tend to think that “God’s church has a mission!” 
don’t we? How do you see your church fitting into God’s larger 
mission? Is there some part of your church’s work that supports 
God’s larger mission, even though it seemingly garners little 
tangible returns for your church?

3. Can you imagine how it might change the way you plan your 
music and ritual if you believed that “like a reversible jacket, the 
liturgy can be turned and worn inside out, and by so doing we see the relationship between worship 
and mission—inside out”? What if everything we do for ourselves liturgically is really intended by God 
for the world at large, as well? (To explore this further, see the following excerpt.)

There is a third way (to approach the relationship of worship to mission) —inside out. This approach 
locates the liturgical assembly itself within the arena of the missio Dei. The focus is on God’s mission 
toward the world, to which the church witnesses and into which it is drawn, rather than on specific 
activities of the church undertaken in response to the divine saving initiative. The missio Dei is 
God’s own movement outward in relation to the world—in creation and the covenant with Israel, 
and culminating in Jesus Christ and the community gathered in him. This community is created 
by the Spirit to witness to the ultimate purposes of God, to reconcile the world to God’s own self (2 
Cor. 5:18-19). The gathering of a people to witness to and participate in this reconciling movement of 
God toward the world is an integral part of God’s mission. The visible act of assembly (in Christ by 
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the power of the Spirit) and the forms of this assembly—what we call liturgy—enact and signify this 
mission. From this perspective, there is no separation between liturgy and mission. The liturgical 
assembly of God’s people in the midst of the world enacts and signifies the outward movement 
of God for the life of the world. Note that in this approach, the relationship between worship and 
mission is not instrumental, either directly or indirectly, but rather the assembly for worship is 
mission. The liturgical assembly is the visible locus of God’s reconciling mission toward the world. 
The seemingly most internal of activities, the church’s worship, is ultimately directed outward to 
the world. The judgment and mercy of God enacted within the liturgical assembly signify God’s 
ultimate judgment and mercy for the world. Like a reversible jacket, the liturgy can be turned and 
worn inside out, and by so doing we see the relationship between worship and mission—inside out.3

3b. To take this one step further, what if our public worship is to celebrate the Presence and Activity of 
the Spirit, as spotted out in the world? How do we need to shift our attention, as well as the gathered 
people of God, to notice, name and celebrate that Presence and Activity? Can you imagine some easy 
experiments with this that you might try on, in your ministries?

4. On average, how often do you get to hear the stories of those whose hearts have recently been tuned 
to sing God’s praise? What space and time might you dedicate to story-listening as community practice? 
How might the intentional act of listening for stories of “tuning” change your coffee hour conversations?

5. Finally, in our next session together, we will look closely at the request right at the center of 
Eucharistic Prayer C, found at the top of page 372 in your Book of Common Prayer. It comes at a 
surprising place in the prayer of consecration, doesn’t it! I have a sense that it is meant to startle us, 
actually!

As often as possible between now and then, I invite you to meditate on the words, “Open our eyes to see 
your hand at work in the world about us and deliver us …” As you ponder these words, what do you 
think it is that we are requesting of God? And what do you think it would look like if God answered 
that prayer of ours? How would our churches be different if God chose to answer that prayer? I invite 
you to let those words sort of simmer in your heart, between now and then.

 

1 Yancey, Phillip. What’s so amazing about grace? Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007. Print. p. 70

 2 Byron Rushing, a representative in the Massachusetts state legislature, who also happens to be an Episcopalian, has said, 
“The church does not have a mission; God’s mission has a church; ... God’s mission has us; ... the Body of Christ.” [sermon 
given at St. Margaret’s Convent, July 19, 2008]

 3 Schattauer, Thomas (Editor). Inside Out: Worship in an Age of Mission. Minneapolis, Augsburg, 1999. Print. p. 3
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