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We are a WNY community boundless...
                    with history, culture, the arts

ince its settling back in the early 1800s, Buffalo has been a city on the 
edge. The edge of  growth in industry, agriculture, and manufacturing 
from back then, to now bolstering high tech industry and engineering, 
both medically and scientifically, which are eminating once again.  The 

edge of  one of  the five Great Lakes, Lake Erie, and the edge of  one of  the 
longest International borders from Buffalo to Niagara Falls, Buffalo has ex-
perienced its high and lows of  any great city over the decades, which suffered 
economic downturns of  industry and development. However, Buffalo is now 
a city poised on the edge of  an already underpinning of  a long awated re-birth. 
From the great prosperous days of  the Erie Canal, the Steel and Power Plants 

taking advantage of  the abundance of  the flow-
ing waters of  Lake Erie and the Niagara River, 
are all significant factors, which helped to propel 
Buffalo and Western New York to one of  the 
top ten cities at the turn of  the 20th Century.  
This rise brought with its wealth and power, 
both brokers and philanthropists, which grew 
with it our world renowned Arts and Entertain-
ment Institutions, including the Albright Knox 
Art Gallery, the Buffalo History Museum, the 
Buffalo Museum of  Science, the Buffalo Zoo, 

Kleinhans Music Hall - home to our Buffalo Philharmonic - and the achitecural phenomenon - Shea’s Theater. As Buffalo 
continues to move upward, it features a wide range of  academic institutions such as, the expansive medical campuses for 
the University of  Buffalo’s medical and research institutions, as well as Canisius, Daeman, D’Youville, Medaille, Buffalo 
State, and St. Boneventure Colleges just to name a few. 

S

Buffalo is also home to its finest eateries of  
cultural and artisan cuisine, which was featured 
on The Food Network in a variety of  local dining 
experiences. We also are widely known for cel-
ebrating cultural foods and ethnic customs by 
hosting annual parades and festivals 
such as: the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
Dyngus Day Parade, Italian Festival, 
Greek Festival, Puerto Rican and 
Hispanic Day Parade, Juneteenth, 
and on and on. 

Buffalo is also home to two professional sports teams, the Buffalo Bills and the Buffalo Sabres, in addition to a number of  
semi-professional sports teams, such as base-
ball’s Buffalo Bison’s and lacrosse’s Buffalo 
Bandits among others. Although no champi-
onship trophy has come home to us yet, the 
die-hard fans of  Buffalo are committed to 
supporting their teams as if  they won 10 Super 
Bowl and Stanley Cup Championships thus far. 
No city in this country are as dedicated as our 
fans. And for this, we are proud to call Buffalo 
and Western New York, home. 



n an extraordinary recognition of  Western New York’s potential, NYS  has committed an historic $1 billion investment in the 
Buffalo area economy to create thousands of  jobs and spur billions in new investment and economic activity over the next sev-
eral years. This $1 billion commitment to economic excellence is setting a new growth trajectory for jobs, and economic growth 
throughout the city and the regional Western New York area. This investment over the last few years has catapulted the WNY 

region to begin to rebuild, resurge, reconnect with community, and reestablish itself  as a global hotspot, particularly for upcoming profes-
sional millenials who are transplanting themselves in WNY because they value and appreciate Buffalo’s: history, culture, economy, environ-
ment, architecture, affordable real estate, diversity, medical, academic, technological, and industrial 

growth and development. “A Path to Renewal: The 
Buffalo Billion Investment Development Plan” 
serves as a roadmap for implementation. 

 

  

I

From the area known as “Larkinville” – a collection of  businesses and public spaces 
centered along Seneca Street southeast of  downtown Buffalo– is one of  the city’s most 
impressive transformations. Formerly empty warehouses and vacant parcels are now home 
to weekly concerts, food truck rodeos, beer gardens, breweries, and distilleries. The Square at 
Larkinville features 31 market-rate apartments and 18,500 sq.ft. of  office space on Seneca St.  

From the recent development of “Canalside,” 
Canalside is an historic re-
development district within 
Buffalo, New York that was 
once the western terminus 
of the Erie Canal. Today, 
it has become a rich site of 

development, revival, and activity in Buffalo. The site includes the Commer-
cial Slip, historically reconstructed Erie Canal, and a mix of buildings includ-
ing: The KeyBank Center, The Buffalo and Erie County Naval & Military Park and Harbor Center among others. With hundreds of 
events scheduled throughout the year, there’s something for everyone at Canalside.  Plus with a ton of free activities, Canalside is the 
place to be whether you’re looking to unwind, or have some fun in the sun, or ice skate on the canals.

To South Buffalo’s Erie County Botanical Gardens - With 13 full-time employees, eight 
part-time employees, over 250 active volunteers and a dynamic board of  directors, 
the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens Society is thriving! Today, nearly 100,000 
people annually visit the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens to enjoy the amaz-
ing architecture, and the indoor and outdoor garden sanctuaries. It is a gathering 
place where visitors can find peace and harmony, and enjoy the simple power of  the 
natural world. Some visitors also see it as a place for spiritual healing, meditation, 
and reflection.  South Buffalo is a neighborhood that makes up the southern third 
of  the City of  Buffalo, New York. Traditionally known for its large Irish-American 
community, this community also has a strong presence 

of  various other nationalities. South Buffalo, as officially 
designated by the Buffalo City Council, is bordered by the town of  West Seneca on the east, the City of  Lack-
awanna on the south, Lake Erie on its western edge, and the Buffalo River on its northern border. New York 
State Route 16 (Seneca Street), Abbott Road, and South Park Avenue are the major streets serving South Buffa-
lo. South Buffalo has various educational institutions, including public elementary and high schools, elementary 
charter schools, and Catholic elementary and high schools. Trocaire College for nursing is located on Abbott 

Road in South Buffalo. Public Schools in South Buffalo include Hillary Park 
Academy, Southside Elementary, Lorraine Academy, School 33 Bilingual 
Center, and many charter schools. South Park High School is the neighbor-
hood’s public secondary school. The two remaining Catholic high schools are Bishop Timon-St. Jude 
High School for boys and Mount Mercy Academy for girls. The South Buffalo area is also served 
by two libraries, The Dudley Branch of  the Erie County Library System and The Cazenovia Library, which 
functions as an independent library and community resource center and is located at 155 Cazenovia 
Street. South Buffalo is also home to The Food Network’s twice featured restaurant, The Black Thorn.

We are a WNY community...
                             resurging to thrive



n 2012, as the needs of  our economically struggling urban community rose, our food pantry numbers increased, and 
we added a weekly soup kitchen, hoping that serving a hot meal to our neighbors would help ease the growing hunger 
pains.  After doing this for four years, we decided we needed to do more...

Our Church proper’s space became limiting to the growing need and expansion of  this food pantry and soup kitchen services, 
so we decided to buy a building and expand.  At a tax auction, we purchased a condemned, boarded up, once-upon-a-time 
popular bar that entertained this vibrant community, which is practically right next door to the Church. The urban areas of  
Buffalo have felt the downturn of  a suffering economy, so this bar became condemned.  

After securing a considerable grant from the Margaret L. Wendt foundation, we were able to renovate that bar and recently 
opened what is now St. Simon’s Ministry: The Genesis Center.  The Genesis Center’s mission is to love our neighbors.  The Genesis Cen-
ter is a community resource and service agency that provides: a weekly food pantry serving 400+ families a month; a weekly 
soup kitchen feeding 100+ neighbors; three clothing pantries featuring children’s, regular, and professional clothes; free basic 
medical care with a volunteer doctor and several nurses tending; support groups for addictions such as AA and NA, grief, 
PTSDs; NARCAN training; nutrition and cullinary classes; professional resume and job interview skills’ coaching; and differ-
ent art classes and programs are offered.  These are but a few of  the services we provide, and we will expand our services as 
the needs continue to rise. 

St. Simon’s is a small congregation of  about 100 parishioners who have big hearts, committed passion to service, and immea-
surable love for our neighbors and community serving them in the name of  Christ. 

We are an urban church ...
                          who serves its community

I

St. Simon’s congregation does not focus on what 
we are lacking, but our focus is using God’s giv-
en resources rightly and living out our baptismal 
covenants and witnessing the testimony of  God’s 
unfailing love by serving those around us who hun-
ger and thirst for food, nutrition, safety, fellowship, 
health, well being, joy, and peace. 

And for these challenges we face, we are faithful, 
and we are thankful ... 



hristian education is a very important and 
integral part of  life at St. Simon’s. Our goal is 
to study and learn scripture and lessons and 
understand how we see and use it in our world 

according to our baptismal covenant. Each youth is of-
fered opportunities to help identify their God-given gifts 
in order to help understand God’s purpose in their lives 
and to know God has a place for them in church, com-
munity, and the world. Our Sunday School year begins 
in September the Sunday after Labor Day and concludes 
in June on Father’s Day.  We are blessed with loving and 
faith-filled teachers. Our youth are enthusiastic and have 
a wonderful wide range of  gifts, which they volunteer to 
offer as they continue to grow in their faith and love of  Christ. 

Our Sunday School group is very active throughout the year. We help others by providing and taking part in several fund-
raisers to help our church families and the neighboring community. We also sponsor fundraisers to help support our Sunday 
School events. These events include several fun in-church activities that occur in fall, spring and an end of  the year event. 
The Sunday School year concludes with a final blessing and recognition of  teachers and youth at our annual “dogs for dads” 
hot dog luncheon in honor of  dads on Father’s day.   Our hope and prayer at St. Simon’s Sunday School is to be able to share 
God’s promises, teachings, and love with all youth according to God’s Will and purpose for their lives and ours.

     We are a church...
                              who celebrates youth
C

We offer age appropriate biblically based classes for youth ages 5-18 that coincide with 
the lessons in weekly adult worship. Our program begins weekly in our Children’s 
Chapel just prior to the 10 a.m. service. During this time we have quality time with 
clergy for prayers-of-need and 
thanksgivings and Gospel 
messages. We join the congrega-
tion for worship at the Peace 
offering, so that we can take 
part in the Eucharist. Every 
second Sunday is Youth Sunday, 
and the youth participate in the 
full 10 a.m. worship service in 
differing stewardship roles. This 
provides wonderful opportuni-
ties for youth learning and 
identifying their certain gifts as 
well as opportunities for adults 
to witness the gifts of  the youth.



     We are a church...
                              who values its history

church has history built into its old stone walls, the 
walls hold so many memories of  marriages, funer-
als, baptisms, and friendships. St. Simon’s Episcopal 
Church is the manifestation of  a dream envisioned 
by several Episcopal families in the neighborhood 

by Cazenovia Park, South Buffalo, NY.  The first congrega-
tion were those in the Ladies' Aid Society and home prayer/
bible meetings led by Doctor Charles Smith, Rector of  St. 
James, and in 1898, St. Simon's Mission. The first meeting of  
the Mission was held in an upper room of  William J. Eyring's 
Grocery Store on Seneca Street at Cazenovia. As the dream 
grew, more space was needed. The congregation moved 
to Kingdom Hall at Seneca and Kingston Streets where a 
Sunday School and Women's Auxiliary began. The dream 
flourished and space again was cramped. A building fund was established and a lot purchased on Glendhu Avenue. Finally, in 1903, 
the Church was completed. The Rt. Reverend William Walker officiated at the dedication. Such love and devotion went into this little 
Church. 

The dream was still being nurtured by Doctor Smith and was still growing.  In 1905, it became a parish. The Reverend Edwin J. Stevens was 
called as the first Rector, and preached his first sermon in the new church on March 1, 1905. Under his leadership, the dream set down deep 
roots. From them grew a St. Andrew's Brotherhood, the Young Ladies Guild, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, the Dorcas Circle, and a choir. An 
altar and pipe organ were purchased, and a rectory built. By 1917, it was evident even more room was needed. Fund drives were held over 
the next eleven years, and a building committee commissioned Robert North, a well-known church architect at the time, to draw up plans for 
a new and current church site purchased on Cazenovia Street. The cornerstone of  the new church was laid on September 27, 1925 by The 
Rt. Reverend Charles Henry Brent, Bishop of  Western New York.  World War I would reach the parish, but even before the call came, the 
young men and women of  Saint Simon's were offering their lives to their country. Forty-one members of  the Church joined the ranks of  
the Army and Navy. The Reverend William C. Baxter accepted the call to become the second Rector of  St. Simon's. On April 1, 1941, the 
Reverend Glenn H. Blackburn accepted the call to become the third Rector of  St. Simon's. Unfortunately for the parish, Doctor Blackburn's 
tenure was of  short duration. In less than two months, he was called to serve in the U.S. Army.  On August 15, 1941, the Reverend Norman 
B. Quigg accepted a call to become priest-in-charge during the interim period. On February 7, 1942, Doctor Blackburn resigned as Rector. 
The Reverend Francis Blackwelder accepted the call to become the fourth Rector of  St. Simon's on September 1, 1942. who soon put the 
parish in motion again, and the attendance grew to the point where it was necessary to erect a balcony in the rear of  the Church. Over the
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What was...

years, renovations and growth were active and vi-
brant.  The Reverend Russell A. Newbert was called 
as the eighth rector of  St. Simon’s on November 1, 
1975 where he served until his retirement in 1999.  In 
the mid-1980’s a “Free Standing” altar was adopted 
by moving the existing altar.  The Sanctuary was also 
renovated, a new raised floor was constructed, and 
the chancel area was made smaller.  This was a major 
change for St. Simon’s, historically and functionally.  
St. Simon’s Episcopal Church celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in 2005. In 2015 the Church Sanctuary’s 
roof  and foundation were rconstructed. The floors 
and interior were also renovated. Recently, the Church 
began to start more outreach programs, such as 
providing a food pantry and a soup kitchen, but, after 
recently purchasing an old condemned bar not even 
a block away from the Church, we are continuing the 
mission of  growth and service that our forebearers 
established.



     We are a church...
                              who values its history

 We are a church...
                         who honors tradition

e are Fishers of  People, or better known as: St. Simon’s Lenten Fish Dinners!        

Now almost 60 years running, St. Simon’s Fish Dinners was a 
means to bring the entire parish community together for two 

purposes. One was as a way to bring financial help to the Church, but the 
second and most important was to bring the community to St. Simon’s. 
When the Fish Dinners were started in the 1950s, there was no other 
Fish Dinner like it. St. Simon’s was the leader and innovator in what has 
become the phenomenon now known as St. Simon’s Lenten Fish Dinners. 
Lent was not complete without a visit to St. Simon’s for a Fish Dinner.

Back then, serving anywhere between 600 and 700 dinners for six weeks 
was no easy undertaking. Homemade salads and homemade pies to go 
along with all you can eat fries, pickled beets, bread and butter, beverage, 
and condiments served with Haddock fish battered and deep fried in 
peanut oil. This required dozens of  workers needed for prepping,

 

The continued success is also owed in large part to the thousands 
and thousands of  people who over the decades have continued their 
Lenten Pilgrimage to St. Simon’s. From childhood to adulthood, 
families have flocked here for the food and the friendship and 
fellowship, at a time when no other church or community group was 
doing this. St. Simon’s led the way!

While we no longer serve six to seven hundred each week, our 
dedicated group of  volunteers still serves 300 to 400 hundred friends 
these excellent recipes of  everything made from scratch each and 
every Friday during Lent!

W

hrough nature one may find peaceful mo-
ments while enjoying its beauty.  The gar-
dens at St. Simon’s offer this setting.  Our 
Memorial Garden is surrounded with Irises 

and has a bench for people to sit and meditate. 
This spiritual environment is a wonderful area to relax 
and feel at peace.  Lilies, geraniums, and dusty miller 
along with colorful shrubs surround the Church 
as part of  God’s beauty designed for passers-by and 
the church congregation to enjoy.

TMemorial Gardens

cooking, serving, and clean-up. Yes, and thousands of  dishes 
and silverware to be washed and dried. This was all done by 
volunteers from parents and grandparents, youth - young and 
old - clergy, choir members, acolytes, confirmands, and our 
boy scout troop. From first generation to fourth generation, 
the church would not be able to undertake this outreach with-
out the dedication and commitment of  all these hundreds of  
faithful helpers over these six decades.



     We are a church...
                                on a mission

The Purpose of St. Simon’s Episcopal Church is :
 To spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ in accordance with the Episcopal tradition.
 To provide liturgy, sacraments, and pastoral care to all people without prejudice in 
accordance with the Episcopal tradition.
 To progress, to persevere, to vision, to pray, to celebrate, to hope, and to sing God’s 
praises!  We will, with the grace of God’s help, continue to serve...
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Getting ready for the annual theme basket raffle fundraiser

Open-Baptisms to the public and community are frequent and fun

Volunteers ready and eager to serve our neighbors Paint class and artwork enjoyed by all
Local farmers generously donate 

to our neighbors

Lenten Ashes-to-Go meets them where they are

Will you join us...

Choir warming up

The Genesis Center Volunteers...


