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MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA 

2020 December 15, 4:00 P.M.   ONLINE USING “ZOOM” 

 

 

 

4:02 PM CALL TO ORDER & OPENING PRAYER 

   Present: Robyn Amos, Todd Bryant, Andrew Han, Noreen Huey, Pam Jester, Deb White,  

Mauricio Wilson, Albe Larsen 

Opening Prayer led by Todd Bryant. Followed by check in. 
 

4:08 PM TIME WITH THE BISHOP 

   Christopher joined us early.   Talked about the lease amendment St. Anselm’s, Lafayette. 

Corporation Sole holds the property at St. Anselm’s Lafayette – amend existing lease to 

install a backup generator.  Move the easement, fairly routine.  Christopher recommends 

consent. 

 

Bishop Marc and Abbott joined us.    

 

Christopher discussed the Grace Cathedral garage lease agreement.  ABM did not want to 

renew lease.  Cathedral has been told that it may be advisable to create LLC, to enter into 

a management contract instead of lease. Isolating tax liabilities with an LLC.  Cathedral 

maintains control under this arrangement.  Terms of lease are commercially reasonable 

with ABM.  % of gross revenues, LLC would need to pay it to the cathedral.   

Makes sense to give approval.  Was raised about concern for retaining employees, but 

difficult as revenues are disappearing, moving toward automated systems.  Bishop and 

Standing Committee need to consent to this sort of arrangement. 

 

Bishop: Ordination process – finished interviews for postulancy.  Extremely impressed 

with the candidates.  Five are 30 or younger, Bishop Marc is encouraging them to plan 

for a second masters to run concurrently – open to this.  Sees the change in church, fewer 

calls for full time paid rectorships.  More and more part-time compensation for clergy 

and he wants them to be able to do their vocation/service to the church and still manage 

financially throughout their lives.  How might we support and be useful to the candidates. 

 

Bishop Marc, Abbott and Liz Munoz and Pamela Stevens to talk about Latino/Latina 

ministry. Pamela is bilingual, helping with El Buen Pastor and Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

How do we develop Latino/Latina ministry in other areas of the diocese.  Pamela still 

feels called to ordination, consideration to restart her candidacy.  She has education, but 

would (reenter) process of postulancy, candidacy, ordination to transitional diaconate in a 

year to year and a half.   She feels deeply called to develop this ministry.   

 

Mauricio offered to be a resource to students, having experienced a path that included 

dual degrees. Students are actively considering options in Masters program. 

 

St. Dorothy’s – reached out to four people to accept appointments:  Aidan Jobe Sea, Liz 

Tichenor, Jim Forsyth, Robyn Amos – all four accepted.  To start in January as board 

members.  EC Liaison group AND Board members.  Heavy integration between St. 

Dorothy’s and The Bishop’s Ranch, as well as some integration with St. Columba’s.   
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Bishop Marc has now met with the St. Dorothy’s Rest board president. 

 

School for Deacons board candidates – Ron Hermanson’s email regarding representation 

and lack of diversity.  Abbott spoke of the importance of keeping the concern of 

representation and diversity and the awareness we need to see is there. There are other 

measures of diversity in the list of Board of Trustee candidates.  

 

Discussed that both SC and Bishop Marc can approve the current list of Board of Trustee 

candidates, but with the stipulation that they continue to work on diversity and 

representation, particularly Black and brown.  

 

Deb raised concern about Christopher’s role as a resource for SC as well as 

congregations.  Might there be a resource online with links?  Could a decision tree be 

created for clergy to reference?  Clergy are always calling on Christopher and Abbott. 

 

Christopher reported that he prepared a deed of trust and Ron Culmer and attorney are 

reviewing it.  Refinance was completed.  

 

 
4:50 PM APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

● November 12, 2020 Regular Meeting 
● November 27, 2020 Called Meeting (St. Clare’s Pleasanton refinancing) 

 

Motion to approve the minutes of the November 12, 2020 and November 27,  

2020 

Moved by Noreen. Seconded by Pam. Motion carried.   

 
 

4:52 PM LIAISON REPORTS 

● Commission on Ministry -written report 
● Diocesan Institutions - no report 
● Committee on Governance -written report 
● Episcopal Elections -written report 
● Executive Council -written report 
● Nominating Committee - no report 
● Grace Cathedral Board of Trustees -written report 
● Executive Compensation -no report 

 

 

4:54 PM CONSENTS 

   Discussion on flow and timing of consents and how to improve process.  How to educate  

and communicate the process.  Vestry training day and Fresher Start are probably  

appropriate places to educate.  Also recognize that we need to update the SC webpage. 

SC officers agreed to work on updates to the Standing Committee webpage. 

 

• Approval of 2021 Board members for the School for Deacons 

 

Motion to consent to the School for Deacons Board of Trustees 
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Moved by Mauricio,  Seconded by Todd. 

Motion carried. 

 

We have approved these board members and noted appreciation for the 

communication from Ron Hermanson and desire to have a more 

diversified board.  We encourage School for Deacons to consider 

diversity in candidates for filling additional board positions and will 

invite School for Deacons to January meeting for further conversation. 

 

• St. Paul’s, San Rafael – lease agreements (change in third party preschool) 

 

Motion to consent to the St. Paul’s, San Rafael lease agreement with  

Community Action Marin and lease termination with Marin Day  

Schools/Bright Horizons. 

Moved by Albe. Seconded by Pam.  Motion carried. 

 

• St. Anselm’s, Lafayette – amend existing lease to install a backup generator.  

Move the easement, fairly routine.  Christopher recommends consent. 

Resolved, pursuant to Diocese of California Canon 19.01 and 

Episcopal Church Canons I.7.3 and II.6.2., that the Standing 

Committee of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of California 

hereby consents to the proposed “Third Amendment to Option and 

Lease Agreement,” as presented at the meeting of the Standing 

Committee with the Bishop on December 15, 2020; and further  

Resolved, that the President, the Vice President, and the Secretary of 

the Standing Committee are each hereby authorized to execute any 

written instrument necessary to evidence this consent.  

Moved by Todd. Seconded by Albe.   Motion carried. 

 

• Grace Cathedral garage lease agreement -  

Resolved, pursuant to Diocese of California Canon 19.01 and 

Episcopal Church Canons I.7.3 and II.6.2., that the Standing 

Committee of The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of California 

hereby consents to the proposed “Parking Garage Lease by and 

between Grace Cathedral Corporation, an Episcopal Church, as 

Landlord, and Cathedral Garage, LLC, a California limited liability 

company, as tenant,” as presented at the meeting of the Standing 

Committee with the Bishop on December 15, 2020; and further  

Resolved, that this consent is retroactive to the date of inception of 

the lease; and further Resolved, that the President, the Vice 

President, and the Secretary of the Standing Committee are each 
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hereby authorized to execute any written instrument necessary to 

evidence this consent.  

Moved by Todd, Seconded by Albe.   Motion carried. 

 

   

5:33 PM CLOSING PRAYER & ADJOURNMENT 

Closing Prayer was offered by Andrew Han. 
 

The Standing Committee members attended the annual Advent Executive Council and 
Standing Committee gathering with Bishop Marc and diocesan staff, this year via zoom. 

 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

         Noreen Huey 

 


