
Diocese of California 

Standing Committee 

1500 Taylor Street, San Francisco CA 94108 

      www.DioCal.org 

 

Approved:  5/14/20 

   

1 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE DIOCESE OF CALIFORNIA 
 2020 APRIL 2, 10 A.M.,  ONLINE USING “ZOOM” 

 
 
10:04AM Call to Order, Opening Prayer and Check in 

Present via video conference: Michael Barham, Matthew Dutton-Gillett, Andrew Han,  
Noreen Huey, Pam Jester, Albe Larsen, Dorothy Tsuruta, Deborah White 

 
  Prayers led by Dorothy Tsuruta 
 
10:20 AM Approval of Minutes  
  February 2020 (no March meeting was held due to the Coronavirus public health emergency) 
 

Motion to approve the Minutes of the February 13, 2020 meeting made by 
Deb, seconded by Dorothy.  Motion carried. 

 
Motion to consent to all ordinations, election and consents for Governance  
Committee appointments via election app. made by Albe, Seconded by Pam. 
Motion carried.  Electronic ballots emailed to Standing Committee members. 

 
 

10:30 AM CONSENTS - CANDIDACY FOR HOLY ORDERS  
Candidacy for Ordination to Presbyterate: AnnaMarie Hoos 
Candidacy for Ordination to Diaconate: Liz Milner  
Candidacy for Ordination to Diaconate: Scot Sherman 
 

Deb presented three candidates for ordination, two to diaconate and one for  
priesthood.  All docs in order.  Included on electronic ballot. 

 
10:35 AM OTHER CONSENTS 

Read result of email vote on School for Deacons Bylaws 
 
Vote via email for school for Deacons Bylaws. All responded and was affirmative for the 

 question of consent.  Motion to approve of nominees and revised bylaws by Deb.  Albe  
seconded.  Motion carried by email, reaffirmation of that vote. 
 
Episcopal Elections: Diocese of Minnesota 
Andrew presented Bishop Elect - of the Diocese of Minnesota: The Very Rev. Craig Loya 
for consent.  
 
Included on electronic ballot. 

 
 
10:45 AM Electronic ballot was held on all consents.  
 
 

Documents for consents to be signed; the Chancellor has said that we may each print a copy of the 
consent forms to sign and return. Collectively, each form will be part of the official record. We will 
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electronically send each member the consent forms for ordinations and the Diocese of Minnesota, and ask 
they be printed, signed and returned to the secretary, Noreen Huey at home address or scanned and 
emailed to her. 

 
 
10:50 AM  LIAISON REPORTS 

A. Liaisons 
a. Commission on Ministry -written report 
b. Diocesan Institutions -written report   

General agreement with inviting institution representatives to the December 
joint dinner with Executive Council. 

c. Governance 
Matthew reported that the Committee had not yet met.  Two seats are still open 
because Gretchen rolled off, Richard Helmer served for one year, but resigned 
since he became Secretary to the Convention.  Two nominees were presented, 
Bruno Puguese and Adrian Williams, bios emailed previously.   
Vote on Governance nominees was completed via electronic ballot. Bruno  
Puguese was elected to serve a three-year term and Adrian Willams to a two- 
year term. 

d. Episcopal Elections – written report 
e. Executive Council  – written report 

Albe reported that there will be two meetings: April 7 specifically about  
response to Covid-19 and April 21 for regular business.   Loans, churches  
with leases to other people, lost income and other issues due to Covid-19. 

f. Nominating Committee 
Dorothy had no report due to not receiving notification of the March 
meeting time, would attend next meeting in April.  She indicated that she 
had been talking with potential folks about considering running for open 
positions.  Asked that SC members consider potential nominees – a bio and 
confirmed interest, willingness to run.  

g. Grace Cathedral Board of Trustees – no report 
h. Executive Compensation – no report 

 
 
11:00 AM TIME WITH THE BISHOP 
 

Bishop Marc, Abbott and Christopher joined us.   
 

The Diocesan Sr. Staff team has been working hard.  Appreciation was expressed for the 
Covid-19 response guidance. Bishop Marc shared an update including news about his 
successful defense of his PhD dissertation.  He talked about the Covid 19 response 
team: Abbott, Christopher, Stephanie Martin Taylor and Jane McDougle who are 
meeting regularly Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays each week at the onset of the 
pandemic. 

 
Jane McDougle leads Disaster Preparedness in the diocese (earthquakes, fires and of 
course, pandemics). It was noted that many congregations have not developed these 
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disaster plans. A priority to get team in front of diocese, promote that we have disaster 
preparedness resources that church communities can access.  Concern that fire season 
may well be worse this year, in the middle of the continued pandemic.  

  
Our Diocese includes five counties, plus slivers of Santa Clara County, Sonoma County. 
Team is also tracking state and city public health updates, as well as Federal.  Team has 
worked to ensure unified messages for the diocese and staying in communication with 
interfaith churches.  

 
Discussed updated mandates for safe and appropriate practices for livestream 
Eucharists.  Guidelines for various programs such as food pantries and preschools. 
There are sub teams working on addressing specific parts of the response/impact of 
pandemic. A sub team is looking forward to assess financial costs, institutions, especially 
St. Dorothy’s and Bishop’s Ranch – running deficits.  Workers – housekeepers, cooks, 
jobs at risk. In a process of reviewing status of summer camps. Davey and Bishop have 
gone back to major donors seeking emergency gifts to help support in effort to help 
keep churches, diocesan sites alive. 

 
Sojourn chaplaincy – overwhelmed, which was why the diocese was seeking ae list of 
those qualified – 24 volunteers have stepped forward.  Episcopal Community Services – 
vital for homeless support.  Strained, but fine structurally/financially (only serves sf) 

 
Conversation with Olaf house scheduled today. Census numbers low, financially 
minimal operation.  Discussed other ways the diocese could reach out/support local 
communities.  Episcopal Impact Fund – funded all grant requests and also designated 
grants to all churches in the diocese as well as St. Dorothy’s Rest and The Bishop’s 
Ranch. 

 
Inquiry about potential loans requiring SC approval.  Christopher said only if secured by  
real estate or other property.  Because unsecured loans are available, SC & Bishop do not  
need to be involved with approval. 

 
  Some scheduling impacts of response to the pandemic/Shelter in Place mandates. 

-UN Climate summit was postponed indefinitely (Nov. 2) 
-Diocal may not be able to gather in person for convention.   
- Ordinations, confirmations – diocesan staff working on this, considering an early June  
  ordination– in congregations, Bishop would be present with less than 10 present in  
  person, larger congregation present via internet. Final determination by May 4.   
-General Confirmations will definitely postponed. 
-Presiding Bishop has cancelled Bishop Consecrations for the foreseeable future. 
-Bishop’s visitations:  Bishop will continue visits for livestreams as appropriate based on  
  each congregation and of course observing social distancing and other guidelines. 

 
Canon Abbott provided an update on SEA church. Dissolution of the two missions has 
occurred, and SEA was admitted to convention.  They are in transition with a long term 
interim.  Doing a great job and engaged with the deanery. 
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Holy Innocents to convert from Mission to Parish status. Has been delayed, but will 
continue the process. 

 
Christopher requested that we enter Executive Session for an update. 

 
11:58    Motion to enter Executive Session made by Pam, seconded by Deb. 
12:11    Motion to exit Executive session.  Moved Albe. seconded by Pam. No  

reportable action taken. 
 
The following resolution was proposed by Michael and seconded by Deb. 
 

I move that we adopt the following resolution to be entered into the minutes of our 
meeting and communicated to Bishop Marc: Be it resolved that the Standing 
Committee of the Diocese of California celebrates with and congratulates The Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Marc H. Andrus on the successful defense of his Ph.D. dissertation at 
C.I.S., and blesses his use of the knowledge attained and shared in his studies and 
dissertation to a holy use, and to deepen his ability to respond to the climate crisis 
and enrich his leadership for the church as we strive to respect of the dignity of the 

earth and every human being.  
 
Motion carried. 

 
 

A second resolution was proposed by Michael and seconded by Deb. 
 

I move that we adopt a resolution: The Standing Committee of the Diocese of 
California celebrates and gives thanks for the ministry of the Episcopal Impact Fund, 
and their distribution of grants to support ministries serving those in need, especially 
their issuance of grants to local discretionary accounts at each church and camp of 
the Diocese of California, and we thank them for their faithful stewardship of the 
charitable resources entrusted their care as an institution of the Diocese of 

California.  
 
Motion carried. 

 
 
12:15 PM  CLOSING PRAYER & ADJOURNMENT 

Next meeting, May 14, 2020, 10 a.m. (Location TBD)  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Noreen Huey 
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